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A FEw years €o lwent to lceland to do

some cold, clear-water diving in the glacier

mek wateFfilled akes. At the end ofthe

day, with land temperatures dippinSwell

below freezing, we hung up our drysuitsto

dry in the heated dive cenfie. The system

the centre stafi had adopted was

$emendously efi cient at d rying the sults. h

.onsisted of a hlge blower fan blating

warm an over a oig ra L The railwas

fitted with uniqle hanteF that allowed the

drlsuits to be hlnt upside down b/ then

boots a s mple, yet eltect ve, way of

dryinS severalsu ts in a sma lamount of

space. lasked the staffwhere the centre

had obtained the hangeBfrom and it

transpired itwd at aGerman dive show

a few yeaB prevolsly but they co!ldnt

AS |'1OST of my UKdivint at th s time of
year is carried out from a RlB, there s llttle
chance ofkeepinS dry and while a fdk of
hot chocoiate helps to take the chill out of
the winter air, the warmth Sained is
relativelyshort lived. So when the
Australian company Hotsuks sent !s a
heated kidney bek, lgreeted itwith great
enthusiam. hworks in the same wa/ a
cl mbe6 hand-warmeB do*afluid-f lled
porch that contalns atinycatal/st chemical
capsule. To rse the hand-warmer/or
simply..a.k open the capsule and the flrid
reacts with the catatst. chantes to asolid
and in dolnt so tives offheat. The reaction
lst5 around one hour and to lecharSe'the
pouch you simply heat it in a pan of boilnE
water foraround l5 minutes. Hotsuits has
taken this concept one stage funher by
doublingthe size and encapsulating it in a

ForthefiBt test I used n underneath my
unde6!itwhen drysuit diving. Thk wd a
very shorttest. k didit hatter how hard I
tried but due to the bulk of the undersuit
and the position of my BCt backpack, I
couldn't locate the catal/st. Eventualy, at
the surface and using the assistance ofmy
buddy, we manaSed to 8et it to work and I
had a very warm trip back on rhe RIB!
Over the next few dives I ser offthe

recall the manufacturefs name. There
wasn t a maker's name on them so I lett
it at that, So itwas with

ellective and neat way to

dry and store your drys! t and at just over

a tenner they re great%l!e. CH

kitting up with

e6ier to accomp ish. lt

does make a differcnce to your

dive and cenainly rctains hs heat lons
enoush for atood 40-minute-lont dive.
The belt can also be used underneath a
wetsuit, as the pouch is tota ly waterproof,
and beint fuid-filled is not aflected by any
change in pressure. lt s cenainly one piece
of kit lllbe lsingfor the rest ofthis winter
At the time ofwritinS the heated kidney
bek is onlyavaihble by mailorder dhect
from Alstralia. but Hots!its is actvel
seeking a UK distributor CH
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