
As the surfing world expands, so does the array of gear available. To alert our readers to
ihe b6st green and/or cool stuff, Mark Anders and other staffers evaluat€ new products on
offer. Readers are invited to conlact the test team by email ing suggestions for this column to:
stuf f i I ike@ s u rte rsD ath.com

PATAGONIA REGULATOR WETSUIT

Today s hig h perlomance supetrstretch wetsuits may be toasiy warm and kid-g Love cornfortab e, blt
mosr oi them lack d! rabilily. Siep on one of those wellies wh e changing n the parking lot and wha_

you've torn yo!rsell a handy butt vent. Not so wth the Regulator. Instead oi petroleum-based super
sv€tch, Patagoniaopted for a neoprene madefronr limestone. Yep fo ks, limeslonelWh le it isn't muc'
more earth lriendly, imestone rubber is decldedly sturdier. nside lhe s!ii yo!'llfind a un que lining of
chlor nejree Merlno wool remember woo orovdes wamth even wlren wet _thai's been de-scaled s:
it's not iichy. Also nthe ining,lhere's a smallpercenlage oi recycled polyesler madelrom old plastc

boitles and such. The end res! t is a really warm wets! it. Though t's jusl 3mm ihick, ii ll keep you as
warm as any 4/3 on the market. SeriolsLy. l've worn the suit a bLrnch in waler down to 55'F (12.7"C) a.:
I've never onceielt a chill. Aflers!rrng in ii for a coupe weeks lnoticed the neoprene was smelling a
t t lerpeandrubbery.Doesnlbothermebuifyorhappentobesensuvetosl ink, i ls tsaponsome: '

that cologne La rd Hamillon has been hawkLng laiely. Comiorl-wise, lhe suil is p enty fexib e and thoL:_
Inotcedsonrei lushngintheneck,overaLtheFegulaior issod. l t isexpensive,butr thssui iholds-:
as wellas we expect, you won't be need ng anoiherwetteror many years to come.
wwwparagonta.com

While wetsu it lech nology al last seems to be chang ng afiersome years of neoprene slagnation, ii s
also sood to know that a simple idea using reativey old technology can make it through the hype.

Most peop e will have come across those sporls injury heal packs containing a stfange g e thai
solidilies and heats up wlren you press a smallblrtton on the pack. To rechargethem aga n you s mpy

pui the pack into boiling waterand the so d reiurns io ge. Ausse company Hotsuits have used tlr s
techno ogy, shaped t appropriate to your genera abdomifal area, and stuck it lns de sorne neoprene.

The result s a slow-warming heat source nsideyour su tihat lasis for an hour orso. ltried it in
midwinter Cornwalland il works - though il madethe most difforence right atihe slart when the pack

was hottesi and the water and my musces were coldesl. And having this bet around me made no
apparent d rrerenceto my abiliiyio sud- in fact lforgot lwas wearifg t aiter a while. lt had an added
benei t, loo: these were my i rst few suds since break fg some ribs, so I p aced t in ihat general area.

The extra warmth had a soothing, oosening efiect which I think will be weicome by any cold-water
surier suiierlng from Lower back, kidney or any other abdom na pain or siiffness. So it's thermal and
therapeuuc and co! d really he p get you out there on those ireez ng days when ihe waves aregood

butthe body's trying to ch cken out. www.rotsults.com.au -ADR

HOTSUITS HEATED KIDNEY BELT

PLANET EARTH SPROUT BOARDSHORTS

li may still seem too much like wintef where you llve to be thinking aboul boardies, but check
these th ngs oui. The Sprout s made fiom 55% hemp and 45% po yethy ene therephthalale
(thai's maiena made rrom recycled plaslic boltles again). Stra ght away I dug the earthy maleria
and siyle, wth its embroidery eaf pint and all, but lwas skeptica about how they'd work n the
water.l'm happyto reportihey are toially comlortable. Though thsiabric gathered wax a tad
more quickly than mosl oi my reg ! ar po yester su rf tru nks it came oul easl y n the wash. Bollc -
line: Thumbs up. www.ptanetearthgreentabet.com


